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if I can, their we'fare, and this I think'I do, when I
fhew them the frue tendency of your fchemes, and tbe
‘Feighth and tbe depth of your political capacity : were it’
not, I fay, for this, I would entreat them to liften
with caution to proje&s, which are to break down the
facred enclofures of private property : I would addrefs
them in the affeétionate and pathetic words' of the pi-

ous Mantuan bard,

¢ Heu, miferi cives, non Boﬂ:em, inimicaque, gaftra,
(1] 2

veftras {pes uritis,”'=— =

E - e o .

The anabaptifts in Germany began _their claim of
chriftian liberty, by attempts upon sithes, but foon fell
alfo uron lay property. What followed, is weil known
to all who aie converfant in ecclefiaftical hittory.
When, between 1645 and 1660, the publick eftablifh-
ment-of religion, though not quite/gtbm-zrttd, yet, by
the encouragement given. by Cromwell and his party
to enthufiaflts of every name, was readered almoft in-
effeCtual, we jee what were the confequences, from a
petition then prefented to parliament, preferved in
Rufworth’s colle€tions; Numberlefs inftances might
be mentioned, to thew how tender the legiflature has
ever been of the property of the church: ¢ the decay
¢ of the revenues of holy church will, in the end, be
¢« the overthrow of the (ervice of God, and of -his re-
¢ ligion.” Coke. ¢ Render, fays Montefquieu, the
¢¢ ancient and neceffary patrimony of the clergy invio-

able s Iet 1t be hxed and eternal, iKe

- gyman of the eftablithed church.

then the honour of being wretched imitatqrs of fome .
of the worft' men, and worft writers, that have ever. ;, = .«
difgraced the world of letters,. To flander an indivi=". ;- |k
dual is badsgnough, in -all confcience; but, indiferi= 5 I
minately to calumniate an order of men, & majority.of. =~ <
whom you have elfewhere acknowledged to be avortby,:
and whofe ufefulnefs confiderably depcnds on the good
opinion the peorlc entertain of them, befides its ab-
furdity and injuftice, is to do an injury to the commu-
nity at large. L am particularly thocked at this con-
duét in one of you, oF‘whofc charatter, this is not the
leaft refpectable pait, that hie is defcended from a cler-
I Rudeand boiftercus
as this man is, he cannot be quite callous to the work-
ings of mature; and yet, unlefs he'be, how could he
fuffer his name to be to papers pregnant with fuch af-
frontive abufe of the good man, to whom he owes—
what little merit he has. .

Your refleGtions on Mr. J——s, for having, in the,
laudable exercife of bis profeffion, given me his opinion,
which happens to be adver{x to you, afford me but an-
other proof, which I needed not, of the-true aim and
defign of all your political mancuvres—which are, to
carry your point, fairly perhaps, if you can, but, at
any rate, to carry your point. Candid men, in pure
fuit of truth, would rejoice tp er;Ibrace'heT', whereever
found, and would thank even an enemy for pointing
her out. To err is the lot of humanity ; but to refufe
me
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b R R GENTLEMEN,
e 5 -'57;.. ity 4 ey > wend> PROPOSE, as Warburton did
SRR T ] . » § by Bolingbroke, to take you
26 5 60' .(,, "6 L y 4 - § ¢ paragraph by paragraph, in
7 ? . ‘; o, * your native diforder, as you
2 3. L R oy » ¢ lie; for, when a writer is
4 32" 66 e o ""&ékl S « confufed beyond redrefs, an
33 3 67 1o /4 2115 =Y ' ¢ attempt to reduce his dif-
34 A3 iz g ¢ courfe to order becomes
(3¢ 4 76 g @ @-—-Q"""'"?‘@ : ﬁ;‘fpicioutx, afstherca‘iz:;nmi
; biaBrg o chance to fancy
gg 4 gi ;g : i ;! « obfcarity, as well as the order are .of the "anfwerer's
e ¢¢ making."”
3 58;% ,10:...:'3'2' 4 ‘F The texv from Ecclef. was quoted merely to check
43 i ko a filly propenfity, you feemed to be giving into of i/~
45 SOy koncuring the prielthood ; and, to.entice you, it poffi-
. 46 or: <oA% - ble, by an appeal to your imprefioni of religion, to do
549 9z 3 - R§" © us juftice. I had no inducement t& infinuate an opinisn
} . 94 - 4673 © of a divine right to dues of any kind 5 agreeing in this
$ 52 - 18p1. - 4y ) with the learned Selden, that ¢ he, who telks of tithes,
4 53, . -.P a8 3 = ¢ without refgrence to pofitive human_ laws, makes
5 5.5 '3 z ;:-g,ng e ¢ the obje& of his difcourfe, rathef \;Eat h; wgul_d
Lol g e «_have it fhiould b n_any thing that, indeed, is
~ 00 F O 3 g « at 9ll, For if, in truth, they be jure divino, they
. OF 4 e A  remain ::lqually hI_K, as!-‘well aﬁz,das before ‘I;uman
> } . i s« Jaws made touching them.” nd yet, gentlemen,
3 234 3y pRb 2’3, E’ had I not only infinuated, but afferted fucl:i an ol;:m_xo_n,
R+ Y ey pudl T I R o 1 believe I could produce arguments and authorities
3 g, i :%‘,g + "6g? IR for it, which fuch fmatterers as you are in this kind of
3 2.3 et -Qlf-r@f‘.:;’:‘: ol | reading, would find-it difficult to refute. I could fhew
<63 3y Jg-.,jﬂ‘:ﬁér_, . § you aéts of parliament, that do_more than fuppofe it
3 .6g> a2k S 11;2 gt 1 could thew you where Lord Coke expreflly fays, that
s, opst3et-a v :.L;r6,_9’ T = TITHES are ¢ fpiritual things, due jure divino;™ and, to
e "6»246.""."-3?5“7‘3,".' 5 'R'_ name no more, I Cuuldhﬂlcw, wh;rc evenb)iour gxaﬁer,
i Bourg:n .abi L 0 4 Y BLACKSTONE allows, that ¢ an honourable and com-
RTINS sago l clinBor e s ¢ petent maintenance for the minilters of the gofpel,
ik = R0 iy pe | A !
‘ ’{%‘;nf .ga‘;'b, 2 V3 RETn ¢ is, undoubtedly, jure divino." Glad to have an
o $6 26, .83 3"‘,‘-33-‘ occafion of engaging you once more .in,the perufal of
el S .?:2':3*.';!_. oo your Bibles, I beg leave, in return for your obliging
Ll L S ,'33.41 ‘gois .2 & recommendation_of
;g‘p;:_;_S‘ST.a‘{—oS%'—# ,ir';:ff Y o ] though perfeétly inapplic:;ybl} togth} clergy c:{f Mary-
15:0090, 7 1 4%, I8P S land, to’ cite atext, for the fubjel of your meditations :
: 5" 3{4’. : 41T M§ ‘.".].9,“,’ s « [0 wnto Jyou alfo, _y’e lawyers, for, you lade men with
- G271 T S §:7;.00 294 3 T ¢ beawy burthens, grievous to be borne, and ye yourfelves-
' ~-I3,..f.§96'-1( "‘?44.29-"' ST 18 L T «t touch not the burthens avith one of your fingers.” )
R T e I caneafily believe, that you do not fee any mcongrz%y
whivi Fh 48 3oL, in the idea of an eflablifbed church, without an effabii/b-
o uiglo i . ment for the minifter; but, I fhould be furprifed, if
bk o every body elfe did not fee it. It is this very circume
b ol ftance, which, in a civil ‘fenfe, diftinguithes an ¢ffa-
e dlifted church from fuch churches as you fpeak of,
av.b whole minifters are maintained by voluntary contribu-
Y0 o tions.

In faé, both in legal and vulgar underftand-
.ing, the word, ¢flablifbment often fignifies a fixed allow-
ance, income, or falary: and, the definition which our
own legiflature has given of it, is the juft one; ¢¢ where
¢ any certain income, or reuenue 13,

fpoken of, and, therefore,

ncompatible with the obligation
ot travelling

chriftians,” whofe' example, in this

' ‘gave everi“more-than a tenth of ‘theirincomes.

el houldlive-of-tbazolpel re fhelaboyre
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of the ftate, and ought, by tb} l!ba,!;&;(o _l‘a;_:ﬁmalnt!:u(r}ed.
¢ Bofides the pofitive” precepts of the Nesw Teflament (lays
R h!gmbﬁ)‘ﬁi@mmﬁh aill fell -
LR ',S“’ “an grdér of men, avbe-are [eparated. from the

€t _iorld,” and excluded from other licrative profeffons, for
ke '"[‘a'kt of. the refl of mankind, bave a right-to be fur-
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. <, maintenance for their national priefis and clergy.”.
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gt & pairy s+ a fchemé equall ‘
; -d:m;”gﬁ@i;iﬁumc'g:& Were- jt-not;: 3
: taught the:-good people.of -this. province, to many
. -whom I'am an entire ftranger, to confidér me:as

a ¥t LW - eppriffer;-and-a- plgnderery- and -that, therefore, It
Hiened] | *Tgﬁu{!gfpﬂﬁb fs"er‘rga'ding- them to liftén to" the'

(]

Lice OF § »

fibotred torrender o
ROt moreyny-duty,

by the laws of

«¢ this province, eflablifbed, of enjoined to be raifed or

« paid to the minifter, or perfon officiating therein,”
= fuch church %' be deemed an ¢fablifbed cburch. When
. therefore you boafted of your being friends to the ¢fa-

blifbed church, you either meant fuch a cburch as is here
were inconﬁﬂentl:mth §our

ra&ice (which, indeed, is a fmail thing with you) er,
gou mad(c ‘ufe ;f words, that you did not underitand
the meaning of. The minifiry of the apofiles awas NOT.
re e abliﬁbed: a fixed, local, ftipendiary fupport,
-c%ﬁ:fw;t  the obligation of  fixed, lccal, duties,
wafincom| they were under
from country to country, to propagate
the gofpel.. Ahd yet, it is certain, that the primitive
‘ refpe&, ye are as
much {baund ‘to follow, as we are that of the apogles,
¢ ven
the meek and bumble Paul declares, that they, wbo preach

— ly, were not employed in learning grammar,

G gifbed aviih the neceffaries, conveniences, and moderate

“thei \cct e "6 gnioyments of life, at their Expence : s
$:35 »‘17,],;.;:1'; ."‘;;iéﬁxeed ¢ foreya the afual means of providing theim..: Accirdingly,
w~;jg§§ﬁ! 3 Qo Jongs .« al{ Wﬁl‘n);d Iafw: hawve: prrmd:da dttm»aﬂd-.lxblfﬂl

"It was, however, kind in you té:fpeak.out; and to.
in time, of yeur ultimate aim to reduce ,qé,'
an

bnoxious ;-though~furely, it' ia
an-it-is my-intereft, to promote,

“Telf.” I will not argue, that fuch violation would
be facrilege ; but, I will remind you what law-givers
of old would have thought of it: ¢ Sacrum, facrove
<« commendatum, qui dempferit rapferitque, parracida
¢ efto,” was one of the laws of the twelve tables. In
the inftru€ions which that unhappy, and ill-fated fo-
vereign, Charles the ficft, gave to his commiflioners at
Uxbridge, are thefe remarkable words; ¢ As for the
¢« church's patrimony; I cannot fuffer anv diminution,
¢ or alienation of it, being, withont peradventure,
¢ facrilege, and likewife contrary to my coronation-
¢ oath.” Pious and juft as this fentiment is, yet,
coming from a real church-man, 1am aware of the of-
fence it may give your wbiggifm, and your independency :
I will; therefore, rely rather on the authority of a

f_the ftory of old Eli's lonLto_me,__WIilcr,_againILwhom:himb]’cﬂion—wianot-!ic.—!Ljamcs—iﬁf_ﬁuﬂnma&lpﬂwguojﬁomjﬂuC of the

¢‘the fecond, fays THE FIRsT CiTIZEN, by endea-
¢« youring to introduce arbitrary power, and to fub-

¢ wert the effablifped church, jufily deferved 1o be depofed

¢ and banifbed.” I cannot however but think it fome-
what partial and hard, that the TYRANT fhould de-
ferve depofition and banifhment, for the very fame
thing, that has entitled you to tbe applaufes of your coun=
irymen.

A bewildered fanatic deferves our pity, if he cants

about preaching upon charity; but, for men, who af-
fect to be lettered, and lawyers too, to retail fuch ﬂuff,
is to infult the common fenfe of mankind; I hope, it

will be thought fufficient for me to reply to it, in your

own way ; by recommending it to you; to follow the
example of the good old Circian law of the Romans,
which obliged their orators and advocates to plead,
gratis. o i}

I will not, uncharitably, ftop to enquire how you were
employed, whilft I, as you hint, was ¢¢ ¢ngaged in a
¢ proteflion, where the minutiz of grammar confli-
¢¢ tuted a principal part of the fcience:” you, cert’:i::-

€
matter now to be mentioned is, indeed, of but little

‘%’ moment, yet cannot well be omitted. I have xo? given

< alargsr idea under the words, thofe members, than
¢ would have been warranted by the information I
¢ had received, if true.”

OW-TITY-OWIE-TNeEan
relative, thofz, as well as the former, refers to members;

-and-this is the only fenfe, that the context will juftify.
--So-that even now, after-this laboured-defence,- politely
recommended too by fomething like a kind of an as it
were infinuation, that T had outraged truth, you ftill
appear to be ¢ utterly t_macquain(tv with the firft prin-

¢ giples of grammar.'®

for fake, they . Every new paragraph maicc:‘y‘dur i'xicdnﬁﬁénci.es'b.ut
yfor wbafe fade 17 > the mge conl‘[’!icuou’r,( -by.yoursendeavours to difguife
them. Admitting all you fay, in juftification of your~ of X
rofs' calumnics “you threw out on the
it a-
‘mount to, but that they:hgve regularly, faisly, and
__ to pro- contradiéti :
qually adimnblc‘vfoif:iu‘wjr:i‘vj‘te&‘lhcm in their.contefted claims - This u" the fum you will ‘dcquit yourfelves of the charges which, I

“you' have~ *of their offending, and for this only, have you ftigma-

‘felves for the ;
-whole body of the clergy, to be true, what doéd¥

_honeftly appealed to the laws of their count

¥

1lliberal farcafms, and Ring
nft_the clergy, have -long

~

—obfervation; that *¢'a claim to the forty per poll was’

Neither have I any where
faid, that I had heard, that only ¢¢ oxe particular mem-
¢ ber voted for the proclamation.” The tale I fwal.
lowed, and which, you_ have already been told, 1 fup-
pofed to have been raifed to prejudice aze particular
entleman in his ele&ion, was,.that three members
gad voted for the proclamation: a miftake eafily ac-
counted for, inafmuch as juft ;hat x;‘umbe{fv%ted ai
i 3 mation. then
gaintt the addrefs on the procla ) pieris S : i L Bl o

tized them, &s wxjuff and “extortionzrs; merely becaufe,
. they.chufe rather (o flake their thiskt in the dear foun-.
2" ‘tainof the Jaw.of the land,. than in'_tbe"mudd{ ‘{t;gag
+= of your opihion, efs jefts -
ol againtt-the tler eenrchara&eriftical of ~Me
witlings and "libertines a—repetition of them, there-
-fore, - from~yoif, might have been expeled: Take

thing—worfe.—Had-this gentleman—given—me-an-opi-
nion, as nugatory and infidious as thofe you gave to
Mr. Barclay, he might, perhaps, have efcaped your
cenfure: his crime is, the having given me one a good
deal to the purpofe. Be this as it may, as the publick
will not, I truft, expet it of me, that I can afford to
carry on a controver(y, by buying of opinions, I muft,
fingly, maintain my ground as well as I can. And
whether I have yct&roved you to be in the wrong, or
not, it is a fatisfaétion to me to recolle&, that you
have not proved yourfelves to be in the right, and, in-
deed, that you never can, till you acknowledge the
validity of the law of 1701-2. "I defire no better au-
thority for this affertion, than that of Mr, J—s, |
who hath fully demonftrated that, ¢ unlefs the veftry <

¢ law of 1701-3, they bave no autbority awbatever,”.. It
is to be owned, indeed, you have anfavered this“opi-
nion: you can anfawer any thing; and, if you can but
perfuade the people to believe you right, as long as
you are able to anfwer, as you have hitherto done, I
pronounce you pertetly unanfwerable, '

In my review of your law-arguments, one or two
were overlooked, which I will now attend t&. To the

¢¢ deducible from your principles of a cuftom,” you
reply, that it is not; fuch title having been dettroyed
by an ¢ interruption of the right,” In this point-of
law too, I think, you are miftaken, Tbe learried judge,
on whofe authority you rely, got his learning here, as
well as elfewhere, from that father of the law, old
Coke: and had you but confulted him, in the place
referred to by Blackftone’s margin, he would -have *
taught you what is meant by * an interruption of the
¢ pight”> ¢ It is to be knownly fays Cokg, that the
¢ ticle being once gained by prefcription or cufforn,
¢ cannot be loft by interruption in the poffeflion for ten
* or twenty years, but by interruption in the right;
¢ as if any man havé had a rent orcommon by pre-
.¢¢ fcription, unity of poffefion of as bigh and perdura-
¢ ble an eftate is an interruption in .he nght,” So
that you fee, before you can, in this Larued judge's o-
pinion, make out an interruption in tbe right to tue forty '
.per poll on your principles ot cuttum, by thie intervens
tion of the infpedtion laws, you have to prove, that
_the thirty per-poil of infpeted tobacco given by thefe
laws to the clergy, was of as bigh and perdurable a na-
tare as the forty per poll, that is, not only. of equal
value, but of equal permanency. S
There is- fomething fingular in the patience, with
which you bear-the-attacks of anonymous writers. A

have, all of them, brought charges agaiutt you, which,

I fhould-think, men, jealous of their honour, could oot
ealily put up with. . Many people_are of opinion,. that
your filence proceeds trom a with, that the law ?gﬂraiu-
ing the ill praflices of attormies, were annihilated, that
the people might (though indeed-this feems needlefs)
‘be fill more in your power.” The conjefture is plau-
fible ;" and yet.I, who have had no fuch proofs of your
forbearance, though I have had pretty decifive pioofs

ing, that you are heartily tired of thefe nsws-paper
exhibitions, which, to be fure, are neither fo eafy, .
nor fo fafe, as it i3 ta harangue to crowds, out of the -
reach of contradittiod.-. Having a curiofity to fee how
_ think, thefe writess have -not onrly brought, but proved .
againft you, L am tempted.to try to remaove the obfeca:. . .
tion of : their being.anonymous, by-afluring you, thag " .
“the author dr authors 6f the pieces alluded to, will bé .. - : .
ready to deferid what they have faid, ecither againft -
icurs Chafe and Paca, or T8z Independent Whigsy.if
thofe gentlemen be not too much engaged in preparing .-
-an- an{wer’ to dutilen, which, it is te.be bopeds'w.




